
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - June 1 4 ,  1967 

Appeal No. 9226 P e t e r  C .  Laganas, a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fol lowing Order was en te red  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
September 19, 1967. 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appeal  f o r  a var iance  from t h e  f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  
requirements of t h e  R-5-B D i s t r i c t  t o  permit  apartments i n  
basement with  f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  not  t o  exceed 2 .02  a t  3520 Center 
S t r e e t ,  NW.,  Lots 11, 12, and 488, Square 2686, be denied without 
p re jud ice  t o  r e f i l i n g  a t  any time. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  loca ted  i n  an R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The proper ty  i s  improved w i t h  an  apartment b u i l d i n g  
conta in ing  twenty-eight u n i t s  i n  f o u r  s t o s e s  , c o n s i s t i n g  of 
f i v e  ( 5 )  e f f i c i e n c i e s ,  e i g h t  ( 8 )  two-bedroom u n i t s  and f i f t e e n  
(15)  one-bedroom u n i t s .  

3. Adequate o f f - s t r e e t  parking spaces  a r e  provided t o  
t h e  r e a r  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  

4 .  The p resen t  f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  is  s l i g h t l y  under t h e  
permiss ib le  1 .8  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  17,997 square f e e t  of bu i ld ing .  

5. Appellant  proposes t o  e s t a b l i s h  two apartment u n i t s  i n  
t h e  basement of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  thereby i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  f l o o r  a r e a  
r a t i o  t o  2.0125 square f e e t ,  a v a r i a t i o n  of approximately e leven 
(11) percent .  

6 .  It i s  a l l e g e d  t h a t  vandalism c o n s t i t u t e s  an excep t iona l  
s i t u a t i o n  and condi t ion .  Appellant seeks t o  have apartments 
occupy t h e  basement t o  se rve  as a d e t e r e n t  t o  misconduct and t o  
preserve  and p r o t e c t  t h e  s u b j e c t  bu i ld ing .  



Appeal No. 9226 
PAGE 2 

7.  BZA F i l e  No. 9226 c o n t a i n s  a p e t i t i o n  i n  suppo r t  of 
t h i s  appea l .  No o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p e a l  
w a s  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing .  

OPINION : 

We are of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  has  f a i l e d  t o  
show a ha rdsh ip  as r e q u i r e d  under t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l a u s e  of 
t h e  Zoning Regu la t i ons .  F u r t h e r ,  t o  g r a n t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a p p e a l  
based on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  submi t ted  as evidence of a n  e x i s t i n g  
h a r d s h i p  would c l e a r l y  impa i r  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose  and i n t e g r i t y  
of t h e  Zoning Regu la t i ons .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C.  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

r 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 


